	                                                                                                                                          Surname 1
Name
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tutor
Course
Date
Should the United States Provide Free Healthcare to all American Citizens?
Introduction
Arguably, the United States seems to be the only modernized Western country which has not provided a free comprehensive health care coverage, fully funded by the government, for all its citizens. Besides, the cost of health care in the US for uninsured citizen is suppressive. Surprisingly, the insurances companies' practices have become more of profit-driven rather than providing affordable health care plans. However, history shows that the debate on health care started way back in the 1900s. Notably, in the early 1900s, Theodore Roosevelt, who the United States President then stated that public health is the most crucial aspect for any state; hence people's health should be of paramount concern (Emanuel 985). Despite these early concerns, statistics have shown that the United States is not only the country with the most expensive health care, but also it is very inefficient. Apart from that, most of the Americans are very disappointed with the country's current health care system stating that there is a need for significant reforms in the system to make it better. The United States should provide free health care to all the Americans because it will result to a healthier country, removal of the health care cost burden and reduction of the mortality rate. 

Arguments
First, due to the provision of free health care, we would witness a healthier country. This is because more people will be willing to visit physicians when required hence getting a proper prescription. According to Papanicolas et al., (1039), majority of the American families in the middle and lower class are suffering from the high cost of health care in the state. Due to this reason, most families opt to avoid medical assistance when a family member falls sick. In addition, the insurance plans associated with health care are premium. Emanuel (985) stated that about 60% of the uninsured people in the United States skip their medication dosage due to the expensive cost associated with it. Therefore, they tend to purchase medication based on their knowledge to reduce the cost of health care. However, such practices are harmful to someone's health, and the health care cost might be more in the long run. Therefore, the provision of a free health care system will significantly help the poor and the middle-class families struggling to afford comprehensive health care. And like education, affordable healthcare should be regarded as a fundamental right for all citizens. Besides, the current healthcare system seems like more of a privilege for upper-class families and some in the middle class. 
Second, universal health care coverage will remove the health care cost burden for the majority of Americans. Besides, the county's economy has been affected by recessions and financial crises for the past few years. These two factors have negatively affected citizens' financial well-being. Besides, it is not expected that the health care cost will reduce in the current economic situation. Perhaps, the majority argues that the cost will continue to rise to unaffordable levels by most of the Americans. As a result, there is a looming loss of health care access by most Americans. A study by Griffith (1503) showed that due to the financial crisis, the price for medication had escalated significantly becoming a serious financial burden for Americans. Therefore, loss of healthcare access means that people's productivity will definitely decrease because the majority are worried about their health. Thus, the country is expected to face more financial crises because people are not engaging in productive activities which can improve the current country's economy. Hence, providing the citizens with free health care system will give the Americans peace of mind as they engage in productive activities to help rebuild the country's economy. 
Third, free health care will help reduce America's mortality rate due to lack of timely medical assistance. Studies have shown that estimably, 18,000 adult Americans die every year due to lack of timely medical intervention (Woolhandler&Himmelstein431). Notably, the lack of a comprehensive insurance plan has been associated with the increase in the mortality rate. This is because, with the lack of insurance cover, many people cannot receive medical attention, meaning that they will wait until the disease has progressed to advanced stages so that they can seek medical assistance. However, at these stages, the patient requires more medical attention; hence the cost of care will be way more expensive. Besides, a study showed that 85% of healthcare costs incurred are from individuals suffering from chronic diseases and have a higher risk of death (Woolhandler&Himmelstein 424). Hence, the provision of free medical care means that they will be able to seem medical assistance before their health condition deteriorates. In return, this will significantly reduce the mortality rate for sick people in the country. 
Counterarguments
On the other hand, there are those who argue against the provision of free health care. The majority argues that universal health coverage is way too costly. Therefore, they say that there will be a dramatic increase in taxes to raise funds to facilitate the coverage. However, if providing free health care system for the Americans will cause an increase in taxes, why not evaluate the money required for free health coverage against the importance of having it. Besides, those with health insurance coverage paid a lot of money for their plans; hence, if the government provides a free healthcare system, it will be cheap. Therefore, one will not be required to pay huge insurance premium fees for their health coverage. Besides, even if there will be an increase in taxes, it is for the general public's good because we will have a healthy nation; hence people will be more productive (Papanicolas et al., 1024).
Additionally, the opposers of free medical coverage argue that countries which have already implemented the universal health coverage like France, England and Canada, their health care system is filled with problems. They argue that patients in these countries wait for a longer period while queuing to get medical assistance. However, while assessing the current health care system in America, patients too, wait for long periods before getting medical assistance. Arguably, it would be better to stand in long queues while waiting to seek medical assistance for free than standing in long queues and still pay a high cost for the service (Emanuel 984). Besides, evaluating a system performance from other countries' standpoint seems wrong because we do not know how they implemented their universal health care coverage. Therefore, we can only argue when we have implemented our own and evaluated it based on performance.
Conclusion
 Conclusively, the United States seems to be the only modernized Western country which has not provided comprehensive health care, fully funded by the government, for all its citizens. However, providing free health care to all the Americans will be more beneficial for both the government and the citizens. First, the provision of free health care would lead to a healthier country. Second, for the past few years, the county's economy has been affected by recessions and financial crises. Therefore, universal health care coverage will remove the health care cost burden for the majority of Americans. Third, free health care will help reduce America's mortality rate due to lack of timely medical assistance. Studies have shown that estimably, 18,000 adult Americans die every year due to lack of timely medical intervention—their those who argue that the introduction of free health care system will result to dramatic increases of taxes. However, even if there will be an increase in taxes, it is for the general public's good because we will have a healthy nation; hence people will be more productive. Additionally, the opposers of free medical coverage argue that countries which have already implemented the universal health coverage like France, England and Canada, their health care system is filled with problems. However, we can only argue when we have implemented our own and evaluated it based on performance. Overall, United States should provide free healthcare to all American citizens. 
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